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NEW CRUISE MARKET OPPORTUNITIES ROTTERDAM MARITIME CAPITAL OF EUROPE EUROPEAN TUGOWNERS JOIN HANDS

Strong upturn in a significant number of the sector-specific markets for which Europort is renowned suggest  
that stakeholders should block out November 5-8 2019 for a trip to the Ahoy Centre, Rotterdam for the only event 
dedicated to specialised ships. 

Raymond Siliakus, Exhibition Manager, says, 
“Special purpose ships offer unique opportunities, 
but converting them demands deep market insight 
and the smart solutions that drive efficiency. 

Europort’s unique value proposition is its exhaustive 
coverage of a broad range of special ships, including 
naval vessels, offshore support crafts, fishing 
boats, short sea ships, cruise vessels and ferries, 
all of which need smart technologies and people to 
enable return on investment.”

One sector proving robust is the superyacht market, 
which analyst Coherent Market Insights says will 

be worth US$35.5 billion by 2026 (2017 - $22.5 
billion). Given that Dutch shipyards and suppliers 
command 30% of the global market, Europort is a 
natural sector hub that draws worldwide clients, 
with exhibitors therefore understandably including 
design and technology innovators from Italy  
and Turkey.  

High profile river cruising, meanwhile, is 
contributing strongly to growth in the inland 
waterways market, with cruise traffic on the Rhine 
growing by 128% over the period 2002-2017, 
according to inland association CCNR. As home to 
Europe’s largest fleet of inland vessels, expertise 

from the Netherlands will be widely on display at 
the Europort 2019 exhibition, with trade association 
Royal BLN-Schuttevaer holding its annual 
conference on inland shipping on November 8th.

Workboats and dredgers remain prominent at 
Europort. Once again, the CEDA Dredging Days 
events will held in conjunction with Europort, 
drawing all main market players to Rotterdam. 
Similarly, Europort is a must for tug builders and 
equipment suppliers, and this year shows why, as 
the European Tugowners Association (ETA) stages 
their second Autumn conference in parallel with 
Europort 2019 on November 7th.

“Special purpose ships offer unique opportunities, but converting them demands  

deep market insight and the smart solutions that drive efficiency.” 

THE SPOTLIGHT IS ON FOR 
SPECIAL PURPOSE VESSELS



A recent survey by the Cruise Lines International 
Association (CLIA) found that global cruise guest 
numbers exceeded 28.5 million in 2018, 7% above 
2017. But, while global trends are heavily influenced 
by China, demand in the Netherlands has emerged 
as a trend in its own right: 113,000 nationals took a 
cruise in 2018, 2.2% up on 2017. Over 40% of Dutch 
guests were under 40. 

Paul Nuyens, CLIA Manager for the Netherlands, 
Belgium and France, comments: “The figures show 
that a cruise vacation is working for an increasingly 
wider audience, such as families with children and 
young people. It is not surprising that a growing 
number of ships are being built with this target 
group in mind.”

Given its focus on specialized ships, it is also no 
surprise that Europort participants are homing 
in on opportunities being created by booming 

expedition ship and river cruising niches, where 
European guest demand is especially vibrant.  

Last year shipbuilder Damen formed a separate 
Damen Cruise entity and, by March 2019, had 
announced a contract for a 155m, ultra-luxury 
cruise ship for SeaDream Yacht Club, to be built 
to Polar Code 6 standards. Then, in April, A-Rosa 
signed a contract with Concordia Damen to build a 
135m river cruise vessel. To meet Damen’s cruise 
and river cruise specialists at Europort 2019, visit 
the Damen Shipyards and Concordia Damen booths.

Other Europort participants with a keen interest 
in this specialised cruise segment include: ABB, 
whose Azipod propulsors feature in over 20 
expedition ship projects; Wärtsilä, which recently 
won orders to supply 60-plus transverse thrusters 
for 12 cruise ships building at six shipyards; 
Evac, highlighting its Evac Evolution ballast water 

management system; and Bolidt, which will offer 
insights into its innovative cruise ship decking and 
flooring solutions.

In addition, one of Europort’s famed Masterclass 
sessions this year focuses on the cruise and 
ferry sector. On Friday 8th November visitors can 
hear perspectives on challenges and solutions 
for the segment’s continuous quest to enhance 
sustainability.

Europort exhibition manager, Raymond Siliakus, 
concludes: “Europort 2019 will provide a single 
location for owners and operators to engage with 
the full range of specialists needed to meet design, 
construction, technology, safety and environmental 
performance needs in an increasingly product-
differentiated cruise market.”

With demand for the cruise vacation reaching an all-time high in 2018, trends and technologies in this globally fast-
growing sector will be a natural area of focus during Europort 2019 at Rotterdam’s Ahoy Centre November 5th-8th.

SHOWCASING NEW SPECIAL CRUISE 
MARKET OPPORTUNITIES



Johan Rostin, Chief Executive of ForSea Ferries, says sustainable 

shipping brings commercial as well as reputational rewards.

A brand new option has been added to the menu at Europort, in the shape of a special ‘Underwater Works Pavilion’.

The new addition provides a special area for 
visitors to focus on the sometimes dangerous and 
always challenging tasks undertaken by diving, 
inspection and salvage companies, plus the service 
providers, manufacturers, designers and materials 
suppliers supporting these high pressure activities. 

As well as sharpening focus on the tools used 
for cutting, welding and other manual labour 
processes, Europort 2019 will also offer visitors  
the chance to update themselves on the drones, 
ROVs and digital technology that are redefining  
this highly-skilled sector. 

The special pavilion even features its own large 
dive tank so that exhibitors can do product 
demonstrations.

To be part of the Underwater Work Pavilion at 
Europort 2019, contact the project team.

UNDERWATER WORKS ATTRACTIONS

The cruise and ferry sectors are at the forefront of shipping’s drive towards greater sustainability. Zero emission 
battery power is already becoming a commercial reality, as a propulsion solution over short distances or as 
auxiliary power to boost ship efficiency, while the power capacity available to fuel cells using hydrogen is also  
on the rise.  

Few shipping companies have embarked on their 
‘Green Journey’ with more commitment than 
Sweden’s ForSea Ferries. Since last November 
batteries have been powering its ferries Tycho Brahe 
and Aurora between Helsingborg and Helsingør, 
making the 20 minute crossing the first intensive 
operation of its kind in the world. ForSea even charges 
its batteries from renewable sources.

“In Scandinavia people are passionate about 
environmental protection,” says ForSea Ferries Johan 
Rostin. “They want action and not just talk.”

The appetite for sustainability is also a feature of the 
fast-growing expedition cruise market, where guests 
seeking to explore the remote wonders of nature 
prefer to do so onboard environmentally responsible 
ships. Sustainable technologies are central to  
‘smart shipping’ - one of the key themes at Europort 
2019. In fact, this year’s event even includes a special 

‘Reducing the carbon footprint of ferries and cruise 
ships’ Masterclass, scheduled for Friday 8th November. 
Rostin, says ForSea’s ‘green journey’ has already 
passed some significant milestones, “Over the first 
quarter of this year our bunker fuel consumption was 
halved compared to Q1 2018, saving around 4,500 
tons of CO2 in just three months. Our workforce also 
tell us they really feel the reduction in vibration levels 
onboard, and it is much quieter - for passengers and 
crew, and for residents living close to the ports.”

It is a journey that can also have other welcome 
benefits, adds Rostin. “As we approach the busy 
summer months our passenger bookings are 
increasing. More people want to travel on our ferries 
simply because they are battery powered.”

For more information on the Europort ferry and cruise 
ship Masterclass go to: https://www.europort.nl/
programme/masterclasses

PASSENGER SHIPS ON A GREEN JOURNEY



New generation maritime professionals are invited to join the 
#YoungEuroport programme at Europort 2019, to become part of a unique 
knowledge-sharing platform offering opportunities to network with peers 
and gain access to some of the leading figures in the industry. 

Europort adds an important new programme partner, following the decision of the European Tugowners Association 
(ETA) to hold its second Autumn conference to run alongside the Rotterdam event. The special conference will take 
place on November 7th and its focus is in full alignment with Europort’s Smart Business theme. 

The event will focus on current practices in the 
tug sector and investigate the business models 
that are most likely to bring future success. The 
conference will also review approaches taken in 
other maritime sectors, to see what lessons  
can be learned.

The new addition consolidates Europort’s position 
as a key show for workboats, a sector covered by 
the event since its inception, also strengthening 
an already packed programme comprising several 
returning conferences and events. These include 
CEDA Dredging Days, Europort Masterclasses, 

RINA Marine Industry 4.0, MareForum and 
MariMatch. 

For more information and how to register,  
please visit: www.europort.nl/programme

LAUNCHING #YOUNG 
EUROPORT

EUROPEAN TUGOWNERS  
JOIN HANDS WITH EUROPORT

In line with its role as a launchpad for new 
talent, Europort 2019’s opening ceremony is 
scheduled to spotlight a group of Young Maritime 
Representatives, while the exhibition floor will  
host many initiatives, amongst others: 
• Students on stage
• CAREER4SEA - EUROPORT New Generation Award
• milestone in shipping or acting as a role model
 to attract new talent into the industry

• ‘The future generation of shipping’ seminar, 
organised by YoungShip Rotterdam

• Mainport Talent Dinner where CEO’s will cook  
for young professionals

• University innovations
• CareerLab, developed by Talentium
• Launch of Shipathon 2020 - Smartening 

seagoing vessels
• Job Route and networking by Navingo



• Marine Industry 4.0 Conference
• Mare Forum Ship Finance 
 conference 
• European Tugowners Conference 
• CEDA Dredging Days 
• BLN Inland Shipping Conference

• Naval innovations as source 
 of inspiration
• Maritime solutions for offshore 
 renewable energy
• Optimizing efficiency of short sea
  operations
• Reducing the carbon footprint 
 of ferries and cruise ships

• SMART4SEA EUROPORT Awards 
• GREEN4SEA EUROPORT Awards 
• SAFETY4SEA EUROPORT Awards 
• CAREER4SEA EUROPORT Awards 

Europort has entered into partnership with SAFETY4SEA to stage a series 
of special awards to acknowledge and celebrate the innovators offering the 
routes to digital shipping, better environmental protection, enhanced safety 
at sea and fulfilling maritime careers. Industry excellence will be recognized 
through 20 awards presented at events to be held on each of the exhibition 
days, with five awards falling under four thematic categories.

Apostolas Belokas, Managing Editor, SAFETY4SEA, 
commented: “We are very excited to announce 
this new collaboration with Europort, one of 
the world’s leading maritime events, with the 
inaugural SAFETY4SEA - EUROPORT Awards. We 
look forward to celebrating distinguished efforts 
by industry stakeholders and the significant 
contributions being made toward a safer, smarter, 
greener and more sustainable shipping industry  
in this key meeting place.’’

The process includes a combination of open 
nominations and voting, and provides an 
opportunity to acknowledge the good work of all 
nominees. At the end of the awards presentations, 

there will also be a panel discussion featuring all 
winners. The awards are open to organisations  
and individuals participating in Europort as 
exhibitors or partners, or those based in or 
operating with an office in Belgium, Denmark, 
Finland, France, Germany, Netherlands, Norway, 
Sweden or United Kingdom.
 
Online nomination open 
The deadline for online nominations for all award 
categories is Friday June 14th, with the shortlist 
announced on June 20th. Then, online voting will  
be available up to Monday September 30th 

at https://europort.safety4sea.com/ where 
participants can cast their votes.

EUROPORT PARTNERS
SAFETY4SEA AWARDS

• MariMatch Europort 
• KvK Business Challenge 

• CareerLab
• Mainport Talent Dinner 
• Seminar “The future generation
 of shipping” 
• University innovations 
• Launch of Shipathon 2020 

Smartening seagoing vessels
• Job Route 

• Europort Cruise Party
• Exhibitors On Stage
• Start Up Plaza
• Underwater Works pavilion 

• SMART4SEA – EUROPORT Awards
 ceremony, November 5th, covering  

e-navigation, cyber security, initiative, 
technology and ship operator; 

•  GREEN4SEA – EUROPORT Awards, 
November 6th, covering energy efficiency, 
clean shipping, initiative, technology  
and ship operator; 

•  SAFETY4SEA – EUROPORT Awards, 
November 7th, covering sustainability, 
training, initiative, technology and  
ship operator;  

•  CAREER4SEA – EUROPORT Awards 
is November 8th, covering education, 
investment in shipping, initiative, women 
in shipping and the new generation.

EXHIBITION PROGRAMME
Europort 2019 offers an exceptionally in-depth programme. A series of conferences and masterclasses will 
allow know-how and expertise to be shared in a highly efficient manner. Industry-wide achievements will  
be recognised by award presentations and your network will be enhanced by matchmaking events. There  
will be much to learn and many people to meet during the Europort week.



 

 

Another returning event of this year’s 
programme is the Europort Cruise Party 
which takes place after the exhibition 
closes on the evening of Wednesday 
November 6th. 

EUROPORT CRUISE PARTY

You are invited to visit Europort 
between 5 - 8 November, at  
Rotterdam Ahoy, free of charge. 

EXHIBITION SPACE 
SELLING FAST

The enduring popularity of the Europort exhibition 
is underlined by the fact that with six months still to 
go before doors open, 90% of the available space is 
sold out. Confirmed bookings include many leading 
industry players, as well as numerous national 
pavilions for countries around the globe. 
A detailed floor plan is available on the website, 

www.europort.nl, identifying the locations still 
available. If you want to participate, though, time  
is running out fast. 

Please contact the Europort project team for  
details of the space and stand options that remain.

After completing your registration you will receive 
an email with your digital ticket for a free visit to 
Europort 2019. When scanning your digital ticket 
at the entrance of the exhibition you will receive 
your personalised visitor badge. We look forward to 
welcoming you to Europort 2019. To register, please 
see: https://www.europort.nl/visitor/registration

The occasion is held in the delightful setting of the 
elegantly renovated SS Rotterdam and is an ideal 
opportunity to invite potential new business contacts or 
meet old industry friends while enjoying good food and 
drink in a unique location overlooking the river Maas 
and Rotterdam skyline. 

This year, in line with #YoungEuroport, the gathering 
will be made even more lively by the ‘Talent Dinner’, 
which challenges a hand-picked group of CEOs from 
the maritime industry to cook for – as well as engage 
with - some of the young professionals onboard. It will 
certainly be interesting to see how industry leaders 
acquit themselves when it comes to satisfying the 
gastronomic needs of the next maritime generation!

Shuttle buses will be available after the exhibition 
closes to transfer visitors and exhibitors to what is sure 
to be a most enjoyable evening. More information and 
tickets via: https://europortcruiseparty.nl/

VISIT EUROPORT  
2019 FOR FREE!

The enduring popularity of the Europort exhibition is underlined by the fact
that with five months still to go before doors open, 90% of the available 
space is sold out.



 

 

HOTEL BOOKING & SHUTTLE SERVICE

40  destinations Rotterdam – The Hague Airport

2h37  min. Thalys Rotterdam – Paris

45 min.  Rotterdam – Schiphol Amsterdam Airport

27 min.  Intercity Direct Rotterdam – Amsterdam Free hotel shuttle service

TRAVEL TO ROTTERDAM

Europort has secured a large number of hotel 
rooms at preferential rates for both exhibitors and 
visitors, through Preferred Hotel Reservations. To 

take advantage of this hotel booking service visit 
https://www.europort.nl/visitor/how-to-get-to-ahoy
During Europort a daily shuttle service will be 

available from a wide range of hotels in Rotterdam. 
Shuttle busses will bring visitors from their hotels 
to Rotterdam Ahoy and vice versa. 

The city’s Mayor, Ahmed Aboutaleb, says: “It gives 
me great pleasure to welcome all participants, 
inviting them to see for themselves what a 
dynamic, cosmopolitan and business-friendly place 
Rotterdam is. We are very proud of our innovative, 
smart port with its high-quality infrastructural 
connections and the flourishing maritime industry 
it supports.” The city has always exerted a powerful 
attraction for maritime pioneers and market 

leaders up to this present day. As well as being 
Europe’s biggest port, Rotterdam and its region is 
home to many prominent companies in the fields 
of logistics, maritime services, offshore technology, 
shipbuilding and repair, among others. There are 
around 4,375 maritime companies in Rotterdam, 
employing over 180,000 people and adding around 
€20 billion a year of economic value to the  
Dutch economy.

Aboutaleb adds: “Drawing on centuries of 
experience and tradition in shipping and trade, 
today’s Rotterdam is a vibrant hub, characterized 
by innovation and creativity. An excellent breeding 
ground for leading maritime businesses from all 
over the world.”
For more information about Rotterdam, the city and 
its maritime industry, visit:  
https://rotterdammaritimecapital.com

Rotterdam, the maritime capital of Europe, is rolling out the red carpet for international visitors  
and exhibitors at Europort. 

A WARM WELCOME TO ROTTERDAM
MARITIME CAPITAL OF EUROPE
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Qua-Vac B.V.
R&S Hydrauliek b.v.
Radio Holland Group B.V.
Radio Zeeland DMP B.V.
Ravestein BV
RBC IMV BV
Regulateurs Europa B.V.
Reikon B.V.
Reintjes Benelux
Remat BV
Remontowa S.A.
RENOLIT MARITIME
Repair Management Nederland BV
Rhosonics Analytical B.V.
RIS Rubber
Riviera Maritime Media
Röchling Engineering Plastics
  SE & co.KG
Roodhart Marine & Offshore
  Services
Rossi BeNeLux B.V.
ROG Ship Repair B.V.
Rotor BV
Rotterdam Ship Repair
Rottink Zuigerveren B.V.
Roxtec BV
Royal Bodewes
Rubber Design B.V.
De Ruyter Dieseltechniek B.V.
Safetmade Marine Products
Sammode S.A.
Sanders Gears Castings 
 Machining
Sandfirden Technics BV
Santon Circuit Breakers
SARC BV
Satmarin
Scheepvaartkrant media
Schottel GmbH
Schouten Engineering B.V.
Shipyard De Schroef
Schuttevaer
Sea-Fire Europe Ltd. 
Pesch Seematz
Service Terminal Eemhaven BV
Ship Electrics
Shiprepair Yard Pregol
Shipyard Reimerswaal
Si ka Nederland B.V.
Simrad
Siscon Instruments B.V.
SKF B.V.
Stichting Sleepboothaven 
 Maassluis
Sludge Treatment International BV
SMC Motoren- und System-
 technik GmbH
Stichting Maritime Equipment
  / SME
Duik en Bergingsbedrijf 
 W. Smit B.V.
Smit & Van Rijsbergen b.v.
SN Cast Iron BV
Snijder Filtertechniek BV
Socius d.o.o.
Sogena
Solberg International, LTD
Sormec SRL
SpanSet Nederland BV
SpeedCast
Sperre Rotterdam B.V.
SPI / Mobile Pulley Works
SPM Instrument B.V.
SRC Netherlands B.V.
SRI
Star Marine Chemicals B.V.
Starter Winches

STC Trade B.V.
Steinbach Ingenieurtechnik
 GmbH
Stentor Industries BV
STM S.p.A.
Stop AEBE
Stork Gears & Services BV
Stormer Marine B.V.
Straathof Controls bv
Machinefabriek L. Straatman
Sumer Celik Dokum 
 San. ve Tic. A.S.
Tachyon Engineering
Tallinn Shipyard
TeamTec AS
TechNed Benelux B.V.
Tehado Engineering BV
Teijin Aramid GmbH
Thecla Bodewes Shipyards
Theunissen Technical Trading B.V.
THR Marine
Thuraya Telecommunications
Tides Marine International - UK
TKF
Tools & Pumps Trading Centre B.V.
Tosec B.V.
Total LubMarine
Transafe
Trelleborg
Trimergo B.V.
Trinoxx
True Heading Nederland BV
Trumarine Rotterdam
TrustLube B.V.
TUGPINS B.V.
Tullp B.V.
Turbo Diesel Engineering B.V.
Turbo Spares BV
Turbomed SA
Turku Repair Yard
Turner Engine Control Solutions
Tyne Electro Diesel Ltd.
B.V. Technisch Bureau 
 Uittenbogaart
Ultratecno Power Ultrasonic
 Cleaning
Unisite Group Limited
Urk Maritime
Uzmar Gemi Insa 
 San. ve Tic. A.S.
V.H.S. - Vivar Heater Services
VAF Instruments B.V.
Valvoline Europe
Van Meeuwen Lubrication BV
VDL Klima BV
VDV Euroquip BV
VeKa Group B.V.
Vera Navis Ship Design LDA
Vereniging De Binnenvaart
Verhaar Omega BV
THB Verhoef BV
Verhoef EMC
Veth Propulsion
Victron Energy B.V.
Videotec S.p.a.
Viega Nederland
Visser v/h I. van Raalte
Voith GmbH & Co. KGaA
Volvo Penta Europe, 
 office Benelux
VOSTA LMG B.V.
Vulcast SA
Vulkan Benelux
W&O Europe
de Waal BV
Van Walraven
Wärtsilä Netherlands B.V.
Watertalent V.O.F.
WDH Cylinders BV
Weka Boxcoolers B.V.
Gerhard D. Wempe KG
Werkina Werkendam BV
Wesemann
Western Shiprepair
Wijngaarden VeiligGoed
Wilhelmsen Ships Service B.V.
WIMA - Worldwide Industrial  
 & Marine Association
Winteb BV
De Wolf Maritime Safety BV
Wolfard & Wessels 
 Werktuigbouw BV
Wouter Witzel Eurovalve BV
Wulff Entre
Würth Nederland B.V.
XEAMOS B.V.
Yanmar Europe B.V.
Yellow & Finch Publishers
Yellow Electrical Supply
Zenitel
ZF Friedrichshafen AG
Zollern GmbH & Co. KG
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